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I. entertain hopes that a spontaneous 
CASE OF SUBCLAVIAN aNEuRIsM, by 
WITH OBSERVATIONS. rismal pouch, might be effected 


without the current of blood in 
Mr. Earle has published the the direct course of the artery 


following interesting history in a being arrested. On looking to 
late London periodical; and we Mr, Hodgson’s and other practical 
hope it may. be acceptable to the wyorks for.information on Wis sub- 
readers of this Journal,also. “Jagie T could not find any recorded 

Thonfas. Briggs, Aged 54, by instance of such an occurrence in 
trade an iron-plate "worker, was a vessel of this order, although 
admitted into St. Bartholomew’s there exist many dissections proving 
Hospital, on the 25th of March, the possibility of such atermination - 
with a pulsating tumor, situated in vessels of a larger calibre, and 
immediately below the left clavicle. in some cases of spurious aneurism 
He stated that it had been gradu- from punctures of the artery at 
ally increasing for about tenmonths. the bend of the elbow. Enter- 
On a careful examination, there taining this view of the subject, I 
Was- reason to suspect that the was induced to delay performing 
tumor was caused by an aneurism the operation, which would have 
of the subclavian artery at the been doubly hazardous in the very 
part where it passes beneath the deranged state of the patient’s 
clavicle. The tumor was of the health, who suffered much from 
siz2 of one half of a large orange. pain in the region of the stomach 
The lower margin of the tumor and liver, accompanied with fre- 
was firm, and no pulsation could quent vomiting. His complexion 
be felt at this part, nor when exa- was very sallow, his skin bedewed 
mined from the axilla beneath the with a clammy sweat, and his 
edge of the pectoral muscle : at tongue was much coated, and mor- 
the upper part the tumor was bidly red at the tip. All these 
softer, and pulsation was very circumstances combined, warrante 
distinct. No additional evidence ed the delay which took place, 
was afforded by an examination the tumor being accurately mea- 
with the stethoscope. ‘The pul- sured from day to day with a guage 
sation in the radial and humeral made of pasteboard. The treat- 
arteries was as strong as on the ment pursued consisted in repeated 
healthy side. This circumstance, moderate bleedings from the arm 5 
added to the firmness of the greater the frequent application of leeches 
part of the tumor, induced me to to the pit of the stomach, from 
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which he derived marked allevia- 
tion of pain; very low diet ; and 
saline medicines. He took, also, 
for two days, the tincture of digi- 
talis ; but this disordered his sto- 
mach so much that it was discon- 
tinued. 

_As he complained of heat and 
pain in the tumor, extending down 
the arm, he was directed to keep 
pounded ice in a bladder upon the 
tumor. From this he derived 
great relief, and although it was 
applied night and day, the integu- 
ments did not suffer. Under this 
treatment his general health im- 
proved, the tenderness of the sto- 
mach diminished, and the tumor 
remainéd stationary as to size, and 
the pulsation became less distigct. 
The pulsation of the artery beyond 
the tumor remained free and undi- 
minished. Such was the state of 
the case on Saturday the 10th of 
April, when I called a consultation 
with my colleagues to decide on 
the propriety of operating, or per- 
severing in the attempt to favor 
spontaneous cure. I submitted to 
them all the circumstances of the 
case, and particularly directed 
their attention to the fact of the 
undiminished strength in the pulsa- 
tion of the artery beyond the tumor, 
which I was led to consider as 
favorable to the supposition of the 


“pouch occupying only one side of 


the artery, and consequently re- 
ceiving but a slight impulse from 
the circulation, whilst the bulk of 
the circulating blood passed on in 
a direct course to the artery below. 


* My argument was founded on 


having repeatedly observed that 
the circulation in an artery below 
an aneurismal sac was much more 
feeble than in the opposite healthy 
limb, and on the belief that if a 
certain portion of the vis a tergo 
Was expended in transitu through 
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the sac, the force in the circulation 
beyond it must necessarily be dimi- 
nished. The prevailing opinion 
was, however, opposed to this ; 
and the very circumstance of the 
force of the circulation below, was 
considered as proving the free in- 
gress of blood into the sac, and 
consequently the slight probability — 
of any spontaneous cure. It was 
further urged that there were no 
recorded instances of obliteration 
of the pouch without impeding the 
flow of blood through the artery, 
in a vessel of the order of the sub- 
clavian. The patient was now in 
a more favorable state for opera- 
tion than when he was admitted, 
and it was possible that, by a fur- 
ther delay, the tumor might in- 
crease, and the clavicle be more 
raised, which would increase the 
difficulty of the operation. Of 
this latter circumstance I was 
fully aware, and, as I had no facts 
to adduce in support of my argu- 
ment, | yielded to the opinion of 
the majority, and resolved to per- 
form the operation without further 
delay. Up to this time the patient 
had been kept in ignorance of the 
probability of any operation being 
necessary, from my wish to keep 
his mind and body in that state of 
tranquillity so essential to promote 
the efforts of nature. A geuatleman 
incautiously mentioned the opera- 
tion within his hearing, without any 
preparation, which excited him 
greatly, and he rose from his bed 
in great agitation, and could with 
difficulty be restrained from quit- 
ting the house. I explained the 
nature of the operation to him, and 
the necessity for performing it, and 
gradually tranquillized him ; but 
he was not in a fit state to have 
the operation performed on that day. 

On examining the tumor on the 
13th, it appeared to me that it was 
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increasing in a direction beneath 
the clavicle, although the guage 
showed a slight diminution in the 
more prominent part below. The 
following day was consequently 
fixed on for the operation, which 
was performed in the following 
manner :—The patient was placed 
on a table, with the head and shoul- 
ders slightly elevated. An incision 
was made through the integuments 
and platysma myoides, about four 
inches and a half in length, along 
the upper edge of the clavicle. 
It was necessary to divide a con- 
siderable vein which crossed the 
wound and entered the jugular: 
a ligature was passed round this, 
and the dissection was cautiously 
proceeded with, in doing which I 
was materially assisted by having 
a small knife shaped like a cornea 
knife, only so blunt as not to cut, 
although it separated the firm cel- 
lular tissue more easily and with 
less violence than an eyed probe or 
the handle of a scalpel, which are 
commonly employed for this pur- 
pose. On introducing my finger 
into the wound, I could distinctly 
feel the beating of the aneurismal 
tumor, which had raised the cla- 
vicle considerably from the first 
rib, although the shoulder was not 
much elevated. 

’ Having felt the tubercle of the 
first rib and the edge of the scale- 
nis, my fingers detected a pulsat- 
ing cord in the situation of the ar- 
tery, under which I passed an 
unarmed silver needle without any 
difficulty. On examining this cord 
under which I had passed the nee- 
dle, I distinctly felt the pulsation 
as strong as before ; but on com- 
pressing it on the needle, the pulse 
at the wrist was not arrested, and 
the man complained of a pain at 
the inner side of his elbow. It 
became apparent that I had sur- 


363 
rounded the ulnar nerve, and not 
the artery which was situated 
immediately below it, and com- 
municated its pulsation to the 
nerve even through the needle 
which was interposed. Previously 
to withdrawing the needle, I armed 
it with a silk, and requested Mr. 
Stanley to draw the nerve gently 
upwards and outwards. By this 
expedient, with a little more dis- 
section, I fairly exposed the naked 
artery, and readily passed the same 
néedle round it ; and, on compress- 
ing it, the pulse at the wrist was 
immediately arrested. The nee- 
dle was then armed with a silk 
ligature, and the artery was tied. 
One end of the ligature was left 
hanging from the wound, which 
was closed with adhesive plaster. 
At the time when the nerve was 
drawn aside, the patient complain- 
ed of pain in the elbow, which 
soon ceased after the operation. 
The bulk of the tumor was very 
slightly diminished by pressure im- 
mediately after the operation, and 
the contents of the sac felt ver 

firm. Very little bleeding too 

place during the operation, and 
the only difficulty arose from the 
depth of the artery, and the very 
deceptive feel communicated to 
the finger through the nerve which 
was situated immediately over the 
artery. It was remarkable that 
the pulsation was less strong when 
the artery was quite denuded, than 
when felt through the medium of 
the nerve. This shows the im- 
portance of proceeding with great 
caution in this operation, when the 
touch, and not the sight, must often 
guide us ; as I felt quite confident 
that I had surrounded the artery 
in the first attempt to pass the 
needle, but was soon convinced of 
my error by failing to arrest the 
pulse at the wrist when the nerv- 


i 
i 
aut 
fi 
et 
at 
| 


$64 MR. EARLE’S CASE OF 


ous trunk was gently compressed 
upon the needle. IT employed an 


‘unarmed needle in this case, 


which [always prefer, from the 
greater facility with which it can 
be passed than when armed,— 
the wet silk often affording a con- 
siderable obstacle, and deceiving 
the operator as to the degree of 
resistance he meets with in pass- 
ing the needle. 

. The operation was performed 
at one o’clock ; at two, he com- 
plained of pain and numbness in 
the whole arm, the temperature 
of which was gradually diminished 
down to the fingers, which felt 
very cold. The arm was enve- 
Joped in soft flannel. At half past 
three, a very slight pulsation was 
felt at the wrist, which was lost 
on the slightest pressure. I vi- 
sited him at 8, P. M., and found 
his face flushed, and he complain- 
ed of pain in his head. His res- 
piration was unembarrassed, and 
the pain in the elbow and arm 
was diminvished. Twelve leech- 
es were ordered to be applied to 
his temples, and the bleeding en- 
couraged with warm flannels. 
The leeches afforded much re- 
lief, and he had some sleep daring 
the night. The following morn- 
ing there was some return of pain 
in the head and general excite- 
ment, which was relieved by 
parsing with saline purgatives. 

e had some hours tranquil sleep; 
but on my visiting him at one, 
P.M., the flushing of the coun- 
tenance and forcible beating of 
the carotids determined me to 
take more blood from the head ; 
accordingly the temporal artery 
was opened, and 3xvi. of blood 
were taken away, which afforded 
him great relief. During the 
state of excitement he complained 
of great heat in the left arm, but 
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the temperature, on examination, 
was not higher than that of the 
opposite limb. From this time 
lhe went on very favorably, until 
the following Monday, when I 
found him very ill. He had ex- 
perienced a severe rigor, which 
was followed by much heat and 
fever. His pulse was strong and 
frequent, tongue very loaded, and 
countenance flushed ; and he felt 
assured that he should die. He 
was bled to the extent of twenty 
ounces, and a full dose of calomel 
and opium given, and the strictest 
quiet enjoined. I now learnt the 
cause of this excitement from 
another patient, who had been 
operated on for a popliteal aneu- 
rism on the right side, having un- 
dergone a similar operation, under 
my care, five years before, for 
the same disease on the left side. 
He stated to me, that it was im- 
possible for Briggs to do well ; 
for the moment my back was 
turned, he was cursing and swear- 
ing at the nurse and every person 
who came near him. He wasa 
very thankless, morose fellow, 
and was perpetually exciting him- 
self and quarrelling about trifles. 
He was much subdued by the 
bleeding and other remedies, and 
I took the opportunity to talk very 
seriously to him, and to represent 
to him the exact situation in which 
he was placed; that, literally 
speaking, his life hung by a thread, 
and that he might be summoned 
to give an account of himself ina 
moment, if he gave way to such 
intemperate conduct. From this 
time he continued to go on more 
favorably. He was very low 
spirited, sullen, and silent, but 
nothing sinister occurred. The 
ligature came away in a bread 
poultice on the sixteenth day. 
Since that time the wound has 
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slowly granulated, but it still dis- 
charges rather copiously, and his 
heaith is still much impaired. 
His pulse is regular, he has no 
embarrassment in breathing, and 
he takes his food with appetite ; 
but he has a very unhealthy, des- 
ponding appearance. I hope, in 
a few days, to be able to remove 
him into the country, which I 
trust will reestablish his health. 
Ihave delayed sending any account 
of the case until the present time, 
being anxious to report him quite 
convalescent. As, however, the 
Operation may be considered to 
have been perfectly successful, 
I am unwilling to delay any longer 
communicating the case to the 
public, more particularly as this 
is the first instance in which this 
artery has been successfully tied 
in St. Bartholomew’s. Should 
any circumstances of importance 
in the future progress of the case 
occur, I shall not fail to commu- 
nicate them. 


II. 


FUNGUS HEMATODES IN THE STOMACH 
AND LIVER, 


Tue following remarkable case 
has been reported to the profes- 
sion by a Scotch surgeon, as hav- 
ing been treated at one of the 
Dispensaries in Glasgow. 
November 17th, 1829. Eliza 
Maguire, zt. 50 years, has been 
affected for some months past 
with frequent attacks of pain in 
the stomach and abdomen, re- 
sembling colic, sometimes attend- 
ed with vomiting of blood. Ap- 
petite very unequal—at intervals 
so craving, that nothing seemed 
to be too nauseous for her sto- 
mach, and exciting the greatest 
impatience for food, so much so 
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that she would frequently (to use 
the expressions of her relatives) 
*¢ snatch the meat from the ves- 
sel in which it was preparing, 
even before it was fit fur use ;” 
bowels generally costive ; tongue 
foul, and an unpleasant taste con- 
tinually in her mouth ; skin cool 
and soft ; strength tolerably good ; 
countenance pale, but not much 
emaciated ; no cough or dyspnea ; 
sleeps well; spirits very good ; 
is not apprehensive of danger. 
She has three tumors in the epi- 
gastric region, each about the 
size of a small apple, perceptible 
to the view as well as to the touch 
—hard, apparently lobulated, as 
if composed of smaller tubercles, 
united into one large tusmor. 
They are moveable to a certain 
extent, aud not painful when sub- 
jected to tolerable strong pres- 
sure. 

States that, some months ago, 
she passed tivo tape worms of 
considerable size ; that her mo- 
ther died of two tumors in the ab- 
domen ; that her brother nearly 
lost his life about two years ago 
from a severe attack of hemate- 
mesis, and that she lost a daugh- 
ter from the same cause. Her 
husband has been dead many years 
—she has had four children. 

Nov. 18th. Pulse natural; 
tongue white ; bowels confined ; 
no pain of abdomen on pressure ; 
total disinclination for food; no 
thirst ; spirits good. 


R. Pilul. Rhei c. grana x. 
Hyd. gr. x. 
Ox. Bismuthi, M. ft. pilul 


no. viij. una. ter de diesumenda. 


19th. States that she feels 
somewhat better to-day ; slept 
well last night ; bowels affected 
by medicine twice ; stools darke 
colored; anorexia continues ; 
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ulse natural ; spirits very. good. 
umps unaltered. Cont. medica- 
menta. 
21st. Continues to improve ; 
tumors apparently softer, and one 
somewhat reduced in size ; bow- 
els moved regularly each day ; 
pulse natural ; tongue much clean- 
er ; appetite better ; she is very 
anxious to have some broth, which 
was permitted. Cont. med. 


R. Hydriod. Potasse, 
Ung. Hyd. 3ss. 
Lig. Potass. gutt. x. 
Ung. Simpl. 3jss. M. ft. un- 
guentum 3 cujus 3j. super tu- 
mores illinetur, nocte maneq. 


From this time until the 26th, 
she did not experience any mate- 
rial alteration in her symptoms. 
The tumors became softer—one 
altogether had disappeared ; the 
bowels were free, and the stools 
became each day more dark, as 
if mixed with grumous blood. On 
the 2Gth, she expressed conside- 
rable anxiety about the state of 
her stomach, which she described 
to be full and distended ; bowels 
in the same state, tongue not so 
clean ; not any perceptible change 
in the feel or appearance of the 
abdomen to pressure, except to 
the lumps, which appeared more 
moveable, and admitted the inter- 
position of the fingers when much 
pressed. Omitt. medic. 

I was sent for in great haste 
this evening about 7 o’clock, hav- 
ing been told that she was dying. 
When I entered her room, a great 
part of the floor was covered 
with blood and pus, as if discharg- 
ed from an extensive abscess ; a 
small bowl full of blood also lay 
beside her bed. She was consi- 
derably agitated—strength much 
reduced—pulse 130, small and 
weak—her voice far from strong, 


but her articulations quite distinct 
—abdomen and tumors unaltered 
—bowels had been freed a short 
time before the discharge from 
her stomach ; but there was no 
unusual appearance in her stools. _ 

Ordered a restorative draught 
of water of ammonia, tinct. rhei. 
and camphor mixture, also a so- 
lution of muriate of soda in water 
having been recommended by a 
friend, no objection was made, 
and she was directed to take a 
table-spoonful every two hours. 

27th. She was much revived 
by the draught ; no return of the 
vomiting since ; pulse 120, strong- 
er; bowels freed twice since— 
passed much blood. Tongue 
furred and loaded ; thirst conside- 
rable ; total loss of appetite ; tu- 
mors in the same state ; not pain- 
ful to pressure wlien not sevére ; 
spirits somewhat revived. Is 
apprehensive of a return of the 
hemorrhage ; countenance com- 
posed. | 

28th. Continues in the same 
state ; no return of vomiting ; 
bowels free; stools dark; pulse 
120, small ; tongue white ; skin 
soft ; spirits good ; no pain. To 
resume the medicines. 

29th. Complains of great ful- 
ness of the stomach, a frequent 
sensation of something rising in 
her throat, which she kept down 
by as frequently swallowing it 
again; bowels free ; stools the 
same ; tongue white ; pulse 120; 
tumors inthe same state. Con- 
tinuantur medicam. 

This evening she had a return 
of the hematemesis, from which 
she felt greatly exhausted ; ex- 
tremities cold; still free from 
pain. Endeavored to restrain the 
flow of blood by swallowing it as 
it came to her mouth. About 10 
o’clock a repetition of the hemor- 
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rhage ensued, and in a violent ex- 
ertion to discharge her stomach 
she expired. 


Sectio Cadaveris. External 
characters :—Countenance calm ; 
extremities not much emaciated ; 
abdomen much swollen, but by 
no means tense ; tumors conceal- 
ed from the view by the abdomi- 
nal distention, but very evident to 
the touch. 

Upon cutting into the abdomen, 
the first appearance which pre- 
sented itself was a large abscess 
on the internal surface of the 
right lobe of the liver, close to 
its anterior edge. It was filled 
with a white purulent fluid, re- 
sembling thick cream, not exhal- 
ing any peculiar odor. On the 
surface and in the substance of 
the liver were to be found nume- 
rous small tubercles, about the 
size of a nut, in various states— 
some hard and chalky, others 
softer, and many more in a state 
resembling that first described ; 
the gall-bladder was thickened in 
its coats, white in its external 
appearance, and full of calculi of 
Various sizes ; adhesions were also 
evident between the liver and 
surrounding viscera. ‘The spleen 
somewhat larger than usual. The 
duodenum and small intestines 
distended, and containing large 
quantities of coagulated blood. 
Mesenteric glands considerably 
enlarged, and of a pale or rather 
white appearance. 

In the stomach, however, lay 
concealed the chief cause of her 
last illness. Jxternal to the py- 
loric orifice there was a small 
appearance of ulceration, which, 
however, did not penetrate the 
coats; the internal surface was 
slightly inflamed around the pylo- 
rus; the parts intervening between 


that and the cardiac orifice were 
perfectly sound, if we except the 
thickening of its coats. Imme- 
diately adjoining the cardiac ori- 
fice was a large tumor, ulcerated, 
and of a dark chocolate color ; 
the first view strikingly resembled 
fungus hematodes deeply ulcerat- 
ed; its substance was the same 
as the tubercles before described, 
and, when broken between the 
fingers, gave out a dark-colored 
watery fluid. Around it were 
numerous smaller tumors, which 
gave a tuberculated and thicken- 
ed feel to that part of the viscus. 
When washed, the tumor did not 
lose its dark appearance. The 
contents of the stomach chiefly 
consisted of thick clots of blood. 
The lungs were perfectly healthy, 
and the heart equally sound in 
appearance, but rather solt to 
the touch, or when cut into with 
the scalpel. 
The brain was not examined. 


I have been thus minute in the 
post-mortem description, as I 
consider that, in diseases of the 
stomach, the pathology of which 
is still veiled in such obscurity, 
whatever may, even in the most 
remote degree, tend to throw a 
light upon the nature of these 
diseases, must be valuable to the 
profession at large ; and although 
the case here described may still 
further prove the inefficacy of 
medicine in removing the source 
of suffering, yet much may be 
learned as to the palliative treat- 
ment under similar circumstances 
in future, from the perusal of 
cases similar to the present. Had 
the extract of conium, hyoscya- 
mus, or of opium, been employed, 
instead of the purgative plan pur- 
sued, it is more than probable, 
that, whatever might have been 
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her sufferings, she still might have 
lived to partake of the sorrows or 
eajoyments of a world to which 
she had been welded by an awful, 
and to her friends a melancholy, 
attachment. 


N. B.—This person never suf- 
fered from the jaundice, and she 
bad no symptoms of hepatic dis- 
ease, any further than such as 
were connected with the state of 
her stomach. 


NATURE AND TREATMENT OF CHIL- 
BLAINS.* 


Tuar peculiar inflammation of 
the skin which is called in Eng- 
lish chilblain, arises, as the name 
implies, from the action of cold 
upon the surface of the body, the 
affected part being chilled, or 
having the temperature reduced : 
the Latin name is pernio. As this 
is the result of the action of cold, 
it takes place in those parts of 
the body in which the circulation 
is the most feeble, that is to say, 
in those most remote from the 
heart—the fingers and toes, the 
heel, the extremities of the ear, 
and even of the nose. It also 
happens most frequently in young 
subjects, in whom the organization 
has not yet attained its full vigor, 
or power of resistance, to exter- 
nal influences. When I say that 
this arises from the application of 
eold, you must not understand that 
it is immediately produced by 
cold; it is necessary that the 
temperature of the part should 
be reduced by the application of 
cold, and that it should be subse- 
quently heated ; that there should 


* From Mr. Lawrence's Lecture. 
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be an alternation of heat and cold: 
it is in these circumstances that 
the origin of chilblain is to be 
found. Indeed, in general we 
observe that chilblains do not 
happen during the period of most 
intense frost ; they are more fre- 
quent and more troublesome when 
the temperature begins to be ren- 
dered milder by the subsequent 
thaw. It was observed by Lar- 
rey, in the winter campaign of 
the French in Russia and Poland, 
that for a few days before, and 
for a few days after the battle of 
Wagram, the thermometer was 
very low, from ten to fifteen de- 
grees below zero—an_ intense 
cold; and yet during that time 
there was no mortification, nor 
did any other particular suffering 
about the hands or feet gccur. 
But about two days after the 
battle a thaw took place, the 
thermometer rose from eighteen 
to twenty degrees, and then a 
great number of cases of mortifi- 
cation of the feet occurred in the 
army, in some particular divisions 
that were very much exposed, 
and nearly all the soldiers suffered 
more or less. 

These circumstances lead us 
to the modes by which the occur- 
rence of chilblain may be obviat- 
ed. In the first place, the ex- 
treme parts of the body in which 
there is a liability to have them 
chilled, should be warmly clothed. 
In the next place, when any part, 
such as the hand or foot, has been 
chilled, it should not be imme- 
diately exposed to that high tem- 
perature which the feeling of cold 
inclines persons to wish for at the 
moment; the hands or feet, for 
instance, should not. be plunged 
in warm water, nor brought near 
a fire: on the contrary, means 
should be taken to restore the 
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circulation gradually. The prin- 
cipal means of prevention consists 
in preserving the part from vicis- 
situdes of heat and cold. 

The affection which we call 
chilblain exists in various states— 
there are, in fact, different de- 
grees of it. In the first, or mild- 
er form, we have simple inflam- 
mation of the skin—what nosolo- 
gists call erythema, that is, mere 
redness and vascular congestion, 
without heat in the part ;—there 
is, to be sure, connected with 
this, some degree of effusion into 
the subjacent texture: thus the 
part is not only red, bot rather 
swelled. When the affection is 
very active, we find this is usually 
so considerable that the motions 
of the part are impeded. In the 
fingers, for instance, the whole of. 
them may be so much swelled 
that the individual can hardly use 
them in writing, or in his ordinary 
occupations. There is a great 
sense of heat, a most troublesome 
itching and tingling, in conjunction 
with the redness and swelling ;— 
these are the early symptoms of 
chilblain. Now the heat and 
itching are not constant during the 
twenty-four hours ; there is gene- 
rally a particular period, as to- 
wards the evening, when the parts 
become warm, and then the heat 
and itching are more particularly 
troublesome. 

In the more active state of 
chilblains, relief of the heat and 
itching will be produced by cold 
applications of various kinds ; but 
as people are possessed with the 
idea that chilblains are produced 
by cold, they do not like to use 
them; and common experience 
has established the fact, that ap- 
plications of a stimulating kind 
are advantageous, and a great 
variety of these are popularly 
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employed. Camphorated spirits, 
soap liniment, oil of turpentine, 
strong solutions of salt, and a va- 
riety of other stimulating things 
of that kind, are employed to rub 
the inflamed part, and with con- 
siderable benefit. The most ef- 
fective application of this kind 
that [am acquainted with, is one 
recommended by Mr. Wardrop, 
ina short paper that he has writ- 
ten on the subject of diseases of 
the toes and fingers, contained in 
the fifth volame of the Medico- 
Chirurgical Transactions. It con- 
sists of six parts of soap liniment, 
and one part of tinct. Cantharidis, 
with which the parts are to be 
rubbed two or three times in the 
twenty-four hours ; and this gene- 
rally removes the troublesome 
sensation of heat and itching. 

In this condition of the chilblain, 
we do not always find the part of 
a vivid red, but frequently find 
that the skin is very livid, of a 
dull leaden appearance, exhibiting 
in the color a proof that the ca- 
pillary circulation is very imper- 
fect. After the inflammation has 
existed for some time, vesication 
will occur, and the skin will ul- 
cerate; and this is the state 
which, in popular language, is 
called brokea chilblain.” The 
cuticle becomes elevated into a 
livid or brownish vesicle, that is, 
there is a thin serous fluid, of a 
livid or brownish color, under it, 
and when this breaks, the skin is 
observed to be of a dark or livid 
hue ; it soon ulcerates, and the 
ulcer that is thus formed is of an 
unhealthy, unfavorable appear- 
ance, and particularly slow in 
healing. It has a greyish or 
brownish ulcerated surface, some- 
times with bloody points inter- 
spersed, and with livid edges and 
surface, in which we see merely 
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the existence of ulcerative ab- 
sorption, without any attempt at 
repair. A soft poultice is the 
best application, in the first in- 
stance, to an ulcerated chilblain ; 
and subsequently, in order to pro- 
mote the restorative action, which 
is very deficient, you must employ 
local stimuli; aud the two best 
are, red precipitate in the form 
of ointment, and nitrate of silver 
in the state of solution. 

There is a third and more se- 
rious effect of this kind, in which 
a part of the skin actually loses 
its vitality, and is converted into 
a slough. When a considerable 
part of the body is exposed to 
considerable cold, you have this 
effect—this sloughing extending 
“to the whole of a member. The 
treatment here falls under the ge- 
neral principles that I mentioned 
to you in speaking of mortification. 


IV. 


CASE OF FISTULOUS COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN THE VAGINA, BLADDER, 
AND RECTUM. 


By Cuartes Byrne, M.D., U.S. 


Arsenal, near Baltimore. 


On the 18th of November, 1826, 
I was called to visit Mrs. M’K. 
in labor with her first child. The 
waters, I was informed, had been 
discharged before my arrival. 
On examination, I found the pel- 
vis well formed. The os uteri 
had dilated to about the size of 
half a dollar, the vertex present- 
ing. The woman had enjoyed 
good health during gestation, the 
pains were strong, and every 
syinptom seemed to indicate a 
safe and speedy delivery. The 
head, however, advanced very 
slowly, and at the expiration of 
twenty hours had not entirely 
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cleared the superior strait. At 
the end of ten hours more, it was 
found presenting at the labia ex- 
terna ; but the pains had entirely 
subsided, and the patient seemed 
very much exhausted. The case 
now, for the first time, in my 
judgment, demanded the interfe- 
rence of art, and I accordingly 
proceeded to render assistance. 
By introducing the forefinger of 
the right hand into the child’s 
mouth, and the other hand behind 
the occiput, it was extracted with 
little difeulty. The child was 
dead, and bore all the marks of 
severe compression. The bones 
of the cranium were firmly unit- 
ed, and would not yield to the 
strongest pressure between the 
hands,—-to which circumstance I 
must attribute the difficulty of 
the labor, and the melancholy 
effects which followed. 

After trying every means, for 
the space of an hour, to promote 
the expulsion of the placenta, 
without success, [ introduced my 
hand into the uterus, and found 
that viscus in the state which has 
been called the ‘** hourglass con- 
traction.” By following the cord, 
I found that the placenta was at- 
tached to the fundus uteri, and 
was of course confined to the su- 
perior division of the hourglass. 
I had some difficulty and consi- 
derable delay in overcoming the 
contraction, but finally succeeded. 

The patient seemed now quite 
composed, took some nourishment, 
passed her water naturally, and 
slept well through the night. But 
next morning it was observed that 
the feces passed off involuntarily. 
The urine was still subject to the 
will. 

The second day the urine and 
feces both came away involunta- 
rily. These unpleasant effects I 
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thought might arise from the tem- 
porary suspension of the powers 
of sphincters ani et vesicw, caused 
by the severe compression of the 
child’s head during labor. In 
every other particular the patient 
seemed to be doing very well. 
Her appetite and strength im- 
proved. On the four succeeding 
days, no command over the eva- 
cuations. Applied decoctions of 
various astringent articles over 
the pelvis, without any benefit. 
28th.--The nurse reports that 
the feces passed through the vagina 
this morning ; and, on particular 
inquiry, I found that the urine 
came away in such quantity, and 
so suddenly, when the patient 
rises or changes her position, that 
I thought it impossible it could 
come through the urethra, and 
was therefore unavoidably led to 
the conclusion that an opening had 
been formed between the bladder 
and vagina, as well as between 
the latter and the rectum. This 
might be produced, in both in- 
stances, by the destruction of the 
vessels of the parts by the long 
and severe pressure of the child’s 
head. The feces passed through 
the natural channel for some time 
after delivery, which only proves 
that although the life of the parts 
was destroyed, the communication 
had not been fully formed by the 
sloughing of the dead parts till 
some time after. On the second 
day after delivery, the urine pass- 
ed off in the manner described, 
or, in ihe language of the nurse, 
*¢ all in one dash,’’ so that before 
she could set a vessel under her, 
‘¢ it was all in the bed.” 
Although, from all this, it was 
impossible to mistake the situation 
of things, I resolved to satisfy my 
mind more fully by touching : but, 
on introducing my fingers into the 
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vagina, I found it filled with fecal 
matter, and the parts so inflamed 
and irritated by the constant pas- 
sage of the evacuations, that it 
was impossible to move them in 
any direction, with a view to 
make an examination, without 
putting the patient to great agony; 
I therefore desisted for the pre- 
sent. 

Ever since delivery, the right 
leg and thigh are occasionally 
seized with tremors, which shake 
the whole bed, and are very dis- 
tressing. She complains of cramps 
and great weakness in both limbs. 

Dec. 4th.—-I introduced a ca- 
theter, and after drawing off the 
contents of the bladder, which 
was very turbid and of a fecal 
odor, I introduced the forefinger 
of my right hand into the vagina, 
just behind the pubis, and, by 
directing the catheter with the 
other hand, my finger came in 
contact with the naked instru- 
ment. The opening in the blad- 
der seemed to be considerable. 
I then secured the catheter in 
the urethra, by means of tapes 
fastened round the pelvis, with 
a view to draw off the urine as 
it collected, and give an opporta- 
nity to the wounded bladder to 
heal. 

12th.—Expressed herself very 
much relieved by means of the 
catheter, and was not sensible 
that any portion of the urine pass- 
ed through the morbid opening. 
Part of the feces passed some- 
times per anum, but still involun- 
tarily. Her appetite and general 
health pretty good, but lower 
extremities very weak. 

16th.—Had an ague and fever 
at night, and several others, at 
irregular intervals, every suc- 
ceeding day and night. Appetite 
bad ; great irritability ofthe sto- 
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mach ; complains of pains across 
the breast and abdomen. 


The symptoms of constitutional 
irritation, from the 16th, on which 
she had the first ague, till the 
29th, the day of her death, con- 
tinued to increase. She _ first 
complained of pains in the loins 
and across the abdomen; the sto- 
mach became irritable, rejecting 
everything ; the tongue, at first 
whitish, as the irritation advanced 
became yellow ; the pulse weak 
and irregular ; the cheek alter- 
nately flushed with a hectic glow 
and pale as death. 


Although, under these circum- 
stances, | was well aware her 
dissolution was fast approaching, 


it occurred sooner than I had an- 
ticipated; in consequence of 
which, as she had resided at a 
considerable distance, I lost the 
opportunity of making a_ post- 
mortem examination, which I was 
very anxious to do, as I considered 
the case one of great interest. 

That her death was caused by 
the irritation produced by sympa- 
thy with the diseased parts, there 
can be doubt ; and the only light 
dissection could throw on the 
subject would be, to show how 
far the sphacelus had proceeded 
in the parts, and how far, if at all, 
nature had proceeded in her ef- 
forts at restoration.* 


* From the Am. Jour. of Med. Sciences. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JULY 20, 1830. 


EFFECT OF CRUDE MERCURY ON THE 
SYSTEM. 
Amone the various forms in which 
mercury has been employed as a 
medicinal agent, it is well known 
that the pure metal was formerly 
supposed to be capable of exerting a 
powerful cathartic influence. This 
notion, which is now generally view- 
ed as wholly unphilosophical and 
erroneous, receives, however, some 
countenance from two cases lately 
reported by M. Ebers, a practitioner 
of Breslau in Silesia. A man about 
sixty years of age, by occupation a 
gardener, having exchanged his ac- 
tive habits for a more sedentary life, 
became subject to very troublesome 
and obstinate constipation, which 
was with great difficulty relieved by 
medicine. At length he had an at- 
tack of colic so severe as to excite a 
suspicion that there was invagination 


of the intestine. Various cathartic 
medicines were employed, but no 
evacuation followed ; and at length 
the fecal vomiting supervened, with 
a prostration which menaced him 
with speedy death. M. Ebers now 
resolved to try the effect of mercury. 
One ounce was accordingly given, 
which produced little effect; and 
one hour afterwards, two ounces 
were administered. The patient 
now became easier, and slept for 
about thirty minutes. Soon after, a 
third dose was given. This produc- 
ed a rumbling within the bowels, and 
such excessive pain that the ‘patient 
could not refrain from crying out. 
A copious evacuation succeeded, 
followed in quick succession by many 
others; and the case eventually did 
well. Glubules of mercury were 
visible in great abundance among the 
feces.—In the second case, a middle- 
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aged woman, previously in tolerable 
health, was attacked with colica con- 
stipata, which continued in spite of 
remedies, was followed as before by 
vomiting of fecal matter, and threaten- 
ed to terminate fatally, Four ounces 
of mercury were exhibited at once, 
which gave some relief. Two hours 
afterward, two ounces more were 
given. The patient became gradu- 
ally free from pain, and obtained 
some sleep. Half an hour after- 
wards, free evacuations occurred as 
before, and the case terminated fa- 
vorably. In this, as in the other 
case, intus-susception was suspected, 
though the symptoms of this occur- 
rence were by no means unequivocal. 


PHLEGMASIA DOLENS. 


TrevirAnus, of Heidelberg, who 
has lately described this singular 
malady, suggests an explanation of 
its proximate cause somewhat dif- 
ferent from any which has yet been 
advanced. He supposes that it con- 
sists essentially in an inflammation 
of the cellular tissue, and also of the 
internal surface of the muscular coats. 
These surfaces are supposed by him 
to partake of the character of mucous 
membrane, so that the disease has 
considerable analogy with the ca- 
tarrhal affections which occur in the 
nares and bronchia. This view of 
the subject is thought by the author 
to receive confirmation from the sud- 
denness with which phlegmasia oc- 
curs, and the rapidity with which it 
frequently disappears ; as well as from 
the character of the constitutional 
symptoms by which it is most gene- 
rally accompanied. 


NEW FORMULZ. 

Tuere is certainly a sort of charm in 
the sight of a prescription. After one 
has toiled through the tedious details 
of diagnosis, prognosis, and general 
treatment, the eye rests on the come 
ing recipe with as much satisfaction 
as the traveller hails the refreshing 
fountain in the desert. It adorns 
a description, as a plate ornaments a 
book of travels; the observer is 
tempted to pause and look at the 
context, from which he might other- 
wise have turned with indifference or 
disgust. How delightful would it be 
to possess a perfect catalogue of 
diseases with a specific for each! 
But these infallible remedies, like the 
revelations of old, are few and far 
between. The following, for which 
we have endeavored to manufacture 
a preface, forms an anti-catarrhal 
pectoral paste, which has been em- 
ployed with remarkable success. 


R. Pulv. gum. arab. 
sac. alb. aa lbij. 

Ext. glycyrrhiz. Zi. 

opii, gr. xxiv. 
Papav. rub. Giv. 
Jujube, 
Dactylis, 
Uvis passis, 
Ficis, 4a Zi. 
Balsam peruv. Zi. 
‘Theriace, Zi. M. 

As a sequel to the above, we sub- 
join the following remedy for hoop- 
ing cough. 

R. Pulv. ipec. gr. xij. 

moschi, gr. ij. 

opil, gr. iss. 

sac. alb. Oi. 
M. fiant pulv. No. vi, 


SULPHATE OF QUININE, 
Tue excessive bitterness of this sub- 
stance is well known, and it has been 


remarked that sugar, although added 
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to a large extent, has very little effect 
in disguising it. One part of the sul- 
phate, when diffused in one hundred 
and sixty parts of sugar, remains sen- 
sibly bitter. Certain aromatic sub- 
Stances, as valerian, anise, orange 
peel, &c. have much more effect in 
neutralising its taste. Sixteen parts 
of either of these in powder, with 
one of the sulphate, form a compound 
by no means disagreeable, and which 
may be taken without inconvenience. 
From these observations it will be 
perceived that the quinine lozenges, 
for ‘sale by oyr apothecaries, can 
have little advantage, in point of 
taste, over the uncombined salt. 


NEW MODE OF GIVING CINCHONA IN 
INTERMITTENTS, 
Dr. Ricuter has communicated, 
through the medium of a foreign pe- 
riodical,a new mode of employing 
this article, by which its certainty 
and efficacy are very much increased. 
The modification proposed consists 
in giving the bark not only in the 
intervals, but also during the presence 
of the febrile paroxysms. The effect 
of this improvement is stated to have 
been such, that whereas he before 
met with frequent disappointment in 


the employment of the medicine, he 


has not failed since the adoption of 
this plan to cure every case which 
has come under his care. The com- 
mencing treatment consists in the 
administration of an emetic, after 
which a drachm of the powdered 
bark is given, an hour previous to 
the expected paroxysm, and repeated 
both in the cold and hot stages, A 
fourth dose is given after the parox- 
ysm has ceased, and this, in moderate 


cases, is sufficient to complete the 
cure, 

It would be desirable to know whe- 
ther the previous treatment adopted 
by Dr. K. makes a part of his new 
system, or was also practised in his 
unsuccessful cases. At all events, 
we should be disposed to infer that 
part of his success may justly be at- 
tributed to the evacuations thus pro- 
duced. We are inclined to think 
that intermittent fever depends more 
frequently upon a morbid state of the 
digestive system than is generally 
supposed ; and where this is the case, 
the administration of a medicine ca- 
pable of acting principally on this 
system, may of itself be sufficient to 
break up the disease. 


AIR INTRODUCED INTO THE VEINS OF 
A COCK. 
M. Dierrensacu having procured a 
strong large cock, twu years old, 
with a very thick and large comb, 
propelled into the jugular vein as 
much air as he was able at one con- 
tinued expiration, The animal made 
aloud noise, and fell dead ; its wings 
and thighs were strongly convulsed. 
In one second, the comb, which was 
before of a deep red color, was spot- 
ted white and blue. The pulsation 
of the heart ceased immediately afier 
the introduction of the air; the pu- 
pils were much dilated. When 
small portions ef the comb were cut 
off, a quantity of frothy blood issued 
from the little wounds. Some of ihe 
bubbles adhered to the comb, and 
several of them acquired the size of 
a lentil, in consequence of air issuing 
from the vessels of the part. When 
the whole of the froth was wiped 
away, the same phenomenon again 
occurred, and continued for several 
hours. The next day the body of 
the bird was examined. The left 
cavities of the heart were nearly 
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empty. The right were full of black 
_ coagulated blood. The large veins 
also full of coagulated, and the arte- 
ries of liquid blood. Air could not 
be detected in any part excepting 
here and there between the laminz 
of mesentery, which were raised up 
like globular vesicles, The whole 
of the skin had a spongy feel, proba- 
bly from air being contained in its 
minute vessels.—Jour, Complemen. 


Mechanical Leech.—A mechanic 
of Brussels has recently invented an 
ingenious instrument, intended to be 
used instead of leeches when they 
are scarce or cannot be procured. 
It consists of a triangular punch, 
which makes a wound exactly simi- 
lar to the bite of a leech. Within 
this instrument is a small exhausting 
pump, composed of a sucker placed 
below the punch, and a little piston 
also furnished witha sucker. When 
the piston is raised, the sucker with- 
in the cylinder permits the blood 
drawn to ascend, and when the pis- 
ton is pushed down, the lower suck- 
er closes, and the blood is thrown 
from the instrument. By means of 
this ingenious little apparatus, as 
much blood may be drawn as is re- 
quired, and it may be applied upon 
any diseased part.—Indus Belge. 


Passage of lodine into the Blood. 
—M. Bennerscheidt has published, 
in the Archiv, des Apotheker, a no- 
tice of his examination of the blood 
of an individual who had for a long 
time employed frictions with iodine 
ointment. The serum gave no indi- 
cation of the presence of the iodine, 
but it was ‘detected in the crassamen- 
tum by aslight blue tinge which it 


communicated to starch.—Jour. de 
Chimie Médicale. 


Anecdote.—A_ physician, not far 
from Albany, had an old supersti- 
tious lady as a patient. He applied 
a blistering plaister on the back of 
her neck, for a disorder in the head. 
After taking off the dressings from 
the blister, he threw them carelessly 
into the fire. ** Why, la, Doctor! 
why did you throw them dressings 
in the fire? Did thee not know 
that it would cause my blister to dry 
up, and make it very sore and pain- 
ful? L always knew that it would 
ever since I was a child six years 
old, and I have seen it tried fifty 
times or more,” ‘ No doubt you 
have,” said the quick-sighted doc- 
tor; ** but has thee ever seen it have 
this effect since the large eclipse of 
the suo, the dark day? Did thee 
not know that the dark day destroy- 
ed this evil?” ‘ Why no, doctor, 
do thee say so?” “ Certainly I do. 
Now thee’ll see if thy blister don’t 
do just as well as if IT had not put 
the dressings in the fire.” ‘ Well, 
I declare,” said the lady, “I am 
glad the dark day has done some 
good, for sure I never heard before 
that it ever had done any whatever.” 
The blister did well, and the lady 
thought the doctor truly a learned 
map, and master of his profession. 


N. Y. Med. Inquirer, 
Dislocation of the head of the Ra- 


dius backwards.—Two instances of 
this dislocation,’ which is considered 
by Sir Astley Cooper as extremely 
rare, are related in the 11th No, of 
the Provincial Medical Gazette, by 
Mr. Case. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING JUNE 30, 


Date. | Sex. | Age. | Disease. Date.|Sex.|Age. | Disease. 
June 27.|M.|39 yrs|intemperance 28.,F. 38  |apoplexy 
F, |22 mo'croup F. |16 mo|scarlet fever 
F. |62 yrs|tumor 29.|M./83 yrs'old age 
M., 5 {measles ‘unknown 
Im.|26 hip complaint Males, 5—Females, 4. ‘Lotal,9. Stillborn, 3. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL TUITION. 

HE subscribers continue to receive 

and instruct Medical Students. A 
syitable room is provided for them, which 
is open at all times, Sundays excepted, 
from 7 in the morning to 9 in the evening. 
A systematic course of study is pointed 
out, and the necessary books are provid- 
ed. Frequent examinations are held in 
the several branches of study, with free 


explanations, and such other modes of 


teaching as shall seem to the instructers 
best calculated to aid the progress of their 
pupils. In practical Anatomy, they will 


- avail themselves of the best opportunities 


4 


that can be obtained. Gentlemen who 
place themselves under their direction 
have the privilege of attending gratui- 
tously the Lectures on Anatomy and Sur. 
gery in the Medical School at Harvard 

niversity, and the Medical aud Surgical 
Practice, and the Surgical Operations, at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital; and 
also of acting as dressers for the surgical 
patients at the Hospital. 

Terms, 100 dollars for a year; 75 dol- 
lars for six months; and 50 dollars for a 
quarter ;—payments to be made in ad- 
vance. Application may be made to Dr. 
HAugE, No. 14 West Street. 

JOHN C. WARREN, 

GEORGE HAYWARD, 

ENOCH HALE, Jr. 
Boston, June 26. 6t.—July 13. 


PRIVATE MED. SCHOOL. 
HE subscribers have associated for 
the purpose of giving a complete 
course of private Medical Instruction, and 
the following arrangements are now in 
operation :— 

The pupils are admitted to the practice 
of the Mass, General Hospital,,and re- 
ceive Clinical Lectures on the cases from 
Drs. Jackson, Channing and Ware. 

Private Lectures, with examinations, 
are given in the intervals of the public 
lectures of the University. 

On Midwifery and the Diseases of Women 
and Children, and on Chemistry, by 
Dr. CHANNING. 

On Physiology, Pathology and Therapeu- 
tics, by Dr. WARE, 

On the Principles and Practice of Surge- 
ry, by Dr. Ors. 


On Anatomy, Human and Comparative, 
by Dr. Lewis. 


Piivate Instruction will be given in 
Practical Anatomy, by means of demon- 
strations and dissections. 

Such students as may be disposed, will 
have opprtunity of acquiring a know- 
ledge of Practical Pharmacy. 

Rooms for all the purposes contemplat- 
ed, have been provided in a convenient 
and central situation. 

i> Application to be made to Dr. 
WALTER CHANNING. 

JAMES JACKSON, 

WAITER CHANNING, 

JOHN WARE, 

GEORGE W. OTIS, Jr. 

WINSLOW LEWIS, Jr. 
July 6. 12t.. 


MED. SCHOOL IN BOSTON, 
NHE Courses of Lectures begin annue 
ally on the third Wednesday in Oc- 
tober, and are continued daily for three 
monihs, on the following subjects :— 


Anatomy and Surgery, by Joan C. WAR- 
REN, M.D. 

Chemistry, by Joan W. WEnsteER, M.D. 

Materia Medica, by JAcos M.D. 

Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, by 
WALTER M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by JAMES 
Jackson, M.D. 


The apparatus and collections of speci- 
mens used in illustrating the demonstra- 
tive courses, are very extensive. The 
fees for all the courses amount to $70, 
Board is obtained for about $3 per week. 

This institution now offers greater ad- 
vantages for the acquirement of a tho- 
rough medical education, than it has 
done at any former period of its history. 
During the last two years the means of 
obtaining practical knowledge of the ana 
tomical structure of the human body have 
been amply supplied to pupils, probably 
at a less expense than in any other of the 
schools in the United States. The oppor- 
tunity of witnessing numerous important 
and capital operstions in surgery, and of 
attending the clinical practice of ove of 
the best regulated hospitals in this coun 
try, are gratuitously afforded to all who 
attend the lectures of the professors. 

June 22. 7t 
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